Unit 1 Advice
Unit 1: Review
-Don’t get fooled into thinking this unit is easy because it’s review stuff. In fact, it’s some intense gen chem. stuff. 

-The stoichiometry will get intense like you haven’t seen in regular chem.  Pay attention to the practice problems.

-Significant figures weren’t all the important in regular chem., but they will make the difference on an FRQ in AP

-Know how to name formulas (i.e., NaCl is sodium chloride)

-Limiting reactants can get tricky. Just because a number is smaller doesn’t mean that it’s the limiting reactant! Be sure to convert to moles and THEN compare to the formula.

-Know how to determine an empirical formula.  It might be handy for the AP exam.

Chapter 1

· Make sure you understand this from the beginning. You’ll be beyond hope if you don’t

· If you didn’t learn something last year, It’s probably not your fault. Ask Mrs. Linden

· Practice the most with significant figures, scientific notation, and unit conversions. You will see these in every single chapter, and have to be able to use them to do anything else

· Comprehend moles: just knowing the math won’t help on the AP test. Understand deeply.

· I cannot emphasize enough how important this chapter is!! Do every practice problem!!

THESE ARE MISTAKES I HAVE MADE BEFORE. DON’T MAKE THE SAME MISTAKES THAT I DID.

1. When determining sig figs, pay attention to the decimal point

2. Round off ONLY your final answer, it makes things a lot easier, and more accurate.

3. MAKE SURE your units cancel.

4. Don’t get periods and groups mixed up, it helps.

5. MAKE SURE your answer actually MAKES SENSE.

Chapter 1: Need to know significant digits. Always put units even if it’s for practice.

Chapter 2: Know where alkali metals, halogens, noble gases, and transition metals are. Know how to name all compounds.

Chapter 3: Know how to do stoichiometry and limiting reactant problems in your sleep. If you have trouble, get help. Empirical formula is important.

